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Press Release 

GALLERY MoMo Ryogoku is pleased to represent a solo exhibition of Tomoyasu Murata titled edge. This is his seventh solo exhibition at the gallery. Murata will represent 

two films and the miniature set in this exhibition by returning to his early puppet animation film. 

In the film, the mask of Okina, which is older man mask in Noh, performed Okinamai that is Japanese traditional performing arts that have played when people pray for the 

world safety and the productiveness of grain. The tiled of edge is from Okina that appears as the edge to observe the fluctuant world. 

In his first solo exhibition of 2003 at the gallery, the artist represented films and the original drawing for Handstand Boy. He challenged the new works that composed the 

serious films and installation in last show. Murata succeeded to raise the puppet animation to the art in the solo exhibition at Meguro Museum of Art, Tokyo in 2006. He also 

showed his films and installations as composite art at The Hiratsuka Museum of Art.  

Tomoyasu Murata was born in 1974 in Tokyo, Japan and completed his master cause in Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music in 2002. The graduation film work 

using the puppets titled Nostalgia received the best animation at 5th Japan Media Festival Award in 2002. Also Scarlet Road by the artist won the excellent prize at 9th 

Hiroshima International Animation Festival in 2005. In addition, Murata has produced music videos for Mr. Children who is one of the most popular Japanese musicians; this 

made himself a name. By broadcasting his short puppet animation works on NHK, he has been known widely.

1.

Artist Statement

In this work, I attempt to express the concept of “edge” like an encounter or a reunion with strangers, or the border between worlds. Put another way, the edge is that 

border between my wish of not wanting to change and the reality that things have changed, the place between what I do not want to forget and what I have forgotten. In this 

narrative, by following the traces and memories that the main character lost, we see that he is looking for his identity. 

Okinamai, which appears in the film of  “edge,” is a Japanese traditional dance praying for agricultural prosperity, and it is performed with the mask of an old man, called 

Okinamen. The old man represents an edge, in that he sees a world in fluctuation. 

Okinamai is at the root of Noh, and is one of the many Japanese folk traditions. Folk traditions such as stories, religious events and old plays are the only way to bring the 

old from the past to the present. In addition, they work as memory systems to translate the important things that we should not forget into songs and dances. Over hundreds 

of years, the local people have carried on folklore, and we are able to feel a connection to those who were born and grew up in this land. 

Since the nuclear plant accident in Fukushima, Japan, the local people have lost so many things like lands and jobs. For the Japanese, who have deep connection to their 

land in agriculture, dairy husbandry and the fishing industry, that accident set the stage to reconsider our identity as Japanese. 

By describing the origin of the Japanese, I try to narrate Japanese identity in this exhibition, with “edge” as the theme.    
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[Brief biography] 

1974 Born in Tokyo, Japan.

2000 B.A., Art department design, Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music

2002 M.A., Art research course design, Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music

[Selected Solo exhibitions] 

2010 NADiff Gallery, Tokyo

2009 GALLERY MoMo Ryogoku, Tokyo

2008 Hiratsuka Museum of Art, Kanagawa 

2007 GALLERY MoMo, Tokyo

2006 Meguro Museum of Art, Tokyo

2004 GALLERY MoMo, Tokyo

          Tomioka / Ichiro Fukuzawa Memorial Art Museum, Gunma

2003 GALLERY MoMo, Tokyo

2002 Contemporary Art Museum. Nagoya, Nagoya

          Contemporary Art　Institute, Hokkaido

 

[Selected Awards] 

2009 "Family Deck" Jury Recommend Works, Japan Media Arts Festival, Tokyo

2004 "Tooryanse", officially invited to Resfest 2004, toured over the world

         "Tokyo", officially invited to Short Piece! Sendai Short Film Festival, Miyagi,

2003 "Scarlet Road" International Festival of Animated Films AniFest 2003, Prague, Czech Republi

         "Scarlet Road", nominated at Annecy International Animated Film Festival 2003, Annecy, France

2002 "Scarlet Road", Young Video Artists Initiative, Mori Art Museum, Tokyo

         "Nostalgia" Judge Special Prize, PFF Award 2002, Tokyo

         "Scarlet Road" Excellence Prize, Hiroshima International Animation Festival, Hiroshima
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2009 Otsuka Ai"Love Letter Tour 2009" Live Image 2009.19min.

 "Ratio of forest" 2009 ～ (NHK)

2007 The collaboration with the Eikoh Seminar "Family Deck" 2007 ～

2005 The image movie for "The Dresser Utsukushinomori Florage", the condominium 

                   by Tokyu Architects & Engineers Inc. "Colors of the Skies and Flowers" 2005.6.40min.

2002 NHK "Peng You Town" 2002.5min.

 "HERO" 2002.6min(Mr.Children PV)
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