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Press Release 

GALLERY MoMo Projects is pleased to present a solo exhibition of Yukako Shibata titled Ethereal, a word which suitably describes her works. 

In this show, the artist will exhibit 25 works including her latest.

The works of Yukako Shibata encompass a wide variety, including sculptures and paintings with relief style and installation, and the 

exhibition will consist of these works made in different combinations.

Her art defies the common wisdom that shadows are black. The geometric shapes give the illusion that the shadow of each work has its own 

particular color. Technically, the shadows are the reflections from the colored unseen back of the works. Creating a magical atmosphere 

throughout the colored shadows, Shibata succeeds in surprising viewers.

Shibata gives a minimal impression not only by using simple and geometric forms in different versions, but also by using sensitive colors, soft 

light and the sense of rhythm that repetitive forms have. Simple figures with various elements have a new visual possibility. More importantly, 

the soft light and colors that evoke James Turrell speak to the viewers gently through beauty and comfort.

 

Yukako Shibata was born in 1972 in Hokkaido, Japan and currently lives and works in London, where she received her M.A. from the Royal 

College of Art in 2005. Her works are in the collections of Doris Lockhart Saatchi, Calyon Investment Bank and in other private collection 

over the world. This is the first solo show of Yukako Shibata in Japan　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　
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１.  Yukako Shibata

" Shadowfall : blue / pink"

2013 

Oil paint on MDF

blue, 32.0 x 26.0cm / pink, 37.0x18.0cm

©Yukako Shibata

2. Yukako Shibata

" Breeze"

2013 

Oil paint on resin, ceramic, and plaster

20.0 x 20.0 x 5.0cm each

©Yukako Shibata
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If you have any questions or use the images, please contact Momo Sugita.

Artist Statement

My work is a hybrid of sculpture, painting and installation. In it I explore the fleeting colours of the natural world and question the complex 

interplay of light, atmosphere and the human perceptual system. Finding beauty and inner light in all things mundane inspires me, and it is 

these moments of reverie that are embodied in the work. 

While it shares a common aesthetic with Minimalism in austere and geometric forms, it departs from Minimalism in its tactile nature and 

labour intensiveness, in which it touches Feminist Art ideology. The other significant philosophical influence on my work is the Light and 

Space Movement, in particular James Turrell and Robert Irwin.

The forms often derive from the geometry I find both in nature and the man-made, and range from completely mundane objects to sacred 

architecture. I am interested in observing how things are made, and I translate this observation into objective form.

Colour is integral to my work. With some exceptions, much of my painted surfaces is deliberately hidden, so that what is visible is their colour 

reflection. I am intrigued by the powerful effect of latency, in that these reflected colours are restrained and slow-revealing, and yet have 

great presence. They replace the normal shadows cast by objects, and my work becomes therefore virtually shadow-less. My colours inhabit 

a sculptural space which enters and interacts with the real space of the viewer’s environment, and each entire work offers a meditative 

experience. 

My works also have a site-related nature, and their placement and viewing point are an important consideration right from the moment of 

creation. My intention is to offer a contemplative atmosphere to the surroundings of the works, and a moment of clarity and serenity to the 

spectator. Each work is a journey of discovery through play and observation, in which the destination remains open. Creating is a form of 

meditation for me; I enjoy the slow evolution as the work comes into being.

Yukako Shibata, 2014

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　


